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Part 1: Purpose of the Recreation Plan

Hamiltonban Township and Fairfield Borough have been experiencing, and will
continue to experience over at least the short to moderate term future, an increase in the
number of residential dwellings proposed within the area. This increase is directly related
to regional and national demographic trends, regional economic development proposals,
and regional and national housing market trends. Eventually, the confluence of these trends
will result in the construction of substantial new housing in the Hamiltonban Township and
Fairfield Borough setting.

Hamiltonban Township and Fairfield Borough recognize that the introduction of
substantial new households into the area will result in a wide range of impacts on the
provision of municipal services. Among the municipal services that must be addressed is
the provision of parks and recreation opportunities for the area’s residents, both current and
future. If suitable recreation opportunities are to be provided to current and future residents,
recreation planning must be conducted now to address these needs.

Both municipalities recognize that a higher level of municipal involvement will be
necessary to address the forthcoming recreation demands in the area. To begin to address
these issues, both municipalities have expressed an interest to implement the provisions of
Section 503(11) of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) (Act 247 of
1968, as amended). Section 503(11) allows municipalities to require the public dedication
of land suitable for recreation and/or the collection of recreation fees from developers to
promote the provision of recreation lands and facilities needed to meet the recreation
demand resulting from the new development.

The MPC requires that the amount of land to be dedicated or the fee to be collected
be based on a recreation plan formally adopted by the municipal governing body.
Therefore, it is the purpose of this plan to establish the planning policies and goals
necessary to allow Hamiltonban Township and Fairfield Borough to require land dedication
and/or recreation fee collection to address forthcoming public recreation needs within the
area over the short to moderate term future.
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Part 2: Community Background

Every planning process begins with an assessment of historic trends and existing
conditions that affect the component of the community being evaluated. The development
of this recreation plan is no exception. This section includes a review of past and current
demographic information for the Hamiltonban Township and Fairfield Borough area.
Population, household, and age trends are reviewed in this section. This section also
provides an inventory of existing recreation lands and facilities within the area. This
information will form the basis from which population projections and recreation lands and
facilities demands are developed.

Demographic Information

Understanding the current and future demographic patterns of a community is
essential in terms of providing assessments regarding future recreation lands and facilities
needs of the community.

Population: The core of any demographic trends evaluation is a review of overall
population trends. Table 1 presents historic population figures and current population
estimates for the planning area. The populations of Adams County as a whole and the
Commonwealth are provided for comparison purposes.

Table 1: Population

% Change % Change % Change % Change | % Change
1970 1980 1970-1980 1990 1980-1990 2000 1990-2000 | 2006 Est | 2000-2006 | 1970-2006
Hamiltonban 1686 1835 8.84% 1872 2.02% 2216 18.38% 2,466 128% 46.26%
Fairfield 547 591 8.04% 524 -134% 486 -7.25% 520 7.00% -4.94%
Sub-Total 2,233 2426 8.64% 2,396 -124% 2,702 R.77% 2,986 0.5% 33.72%
Adams County | 56,937 68,292 0.94% 78274 %.62% 91292 6.63% 102,525 2.30% 80.07%
Pennsylvania | 11793,909 | 11863895 0.59% 1881643 0.6% 2,218,054 2.83% 1,440,621 182% 548%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACOPD

The Hamiltonban Township and Fairfield Borough planning area has experienced
moderate population growth between 1970 and 2006, exhibiting a 33.7% population
increase over the period. This rate of population increase, although significant, was
significantly less than the rate of population increase of Adams County as a whole. It was,
however, significantly higher than the rate of population increase for Pennsylvania as a
whole through 2000. Population growth for the planning area as a whole has trended
upwards over the past sixteen years, with the periods of 1990 to 2000 and 2000 to 2006
showing the highest percentage increases.

Within the planning area, the increase in population in Hamiltonban Township has
driven the population increase for the planning area as a whole. The Township’s
moderately high population growth rates, particularly through the 1990’s and 2000’s, easily
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overcame the slight decline of overall population in Fairfield Borough to contribute to the
overall population increase in the area. The Borough’s population level has fluctuated
moderately through the period between 1970 and 2006. However, the Borough population
level has begun to rebound from its lowest population figure of the period reported in the
2000 Census.

Age: The age breakdown of a population is a critical component that any demographic
review must assess. Within the context of recreation planning, knowing the age breakdown
of a community is essential in terms of evaluating what types of recreation lands and
facilities are needed to serve the community.

Compiling age information over several decades can be difficult as the U.S. Census
changes age groupings in its reports from one decennial census to another. As such, for
Hamiltonban Township, Fairfield Borough, and the planning area as a whole, a “Basic” and
a “Detailed” set of age information is provided. The “Basic” age information monitors age
groupings as reported in the 1980, 1990, and 2000 U.S. Censuses of Population. The
“Detailed” age information reports age groups as reported in the 1990 and 2000 U.S
Censuses, but at a level of detail not reported in the 1980 Census. Specifically, the 1980
Census focused on age groupings covering more years when compared to the five and ten
year cohorts reported in the 1990 and 2000 Censuses.

Table 2 and Table 3, on page 5, present age trends information for Hamiltonban
Township. In the Township, both the “Basic” and the “Detailed” tables depict an aging of
population within the Township. Both tables show that the percentage of the population
within the younger age cohorts in Hamiltonban has declined, while the percentage of the
population within the older age cohorts has increased.

Table 2: Basic Age Characteristics — Hamiltonban Township

Age
Group

1980

% of
Total

1990

% of
Total

2000

% of
Total

0-4

30

5.08%

37

7.06%

26

5.35%

5-14

87

14.72%

60

11.45%

58

11.93%

15-19

56

9.48%

27

5.15%

25

5.14%

20-44

204

34.52%

180

34.35%

137

28.19%

45-59

87

14.72%

83

15.84%

94

19.34%

60-64

33

5.58%

28

5.34%

30

6.17%

65-74

50

8.46%

62

11.83%

55

11.32%

75 and up

44

7.45%

47

8.97%

61

12.55%

TOTAL

591

100%

524

100%

486

100%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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