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Hamiltonban Township Board of Supervisors

23 Carrolls Tract Road, Fairfield, Pa 17320

Workshop Meeting Minutes

December 28, 2006

Supervisors Present:  Chairman James E. Benner, Vice-chairman William E. Eckert, Sr., Road Master Jay Edward Deardorff, Police Coordinator Coleen N. Reamer, and Supervisor Robert L. Gordon 

Planning Commission Present:  Chairman Curtis Musselman, Vice-chairman Stephen Jacobs, Secretary Pamela Wiehagen, Guy Donaldson, and William Shriner
Others Present:  Solicitor Henry O. Heiser, III, Engineer Timothy Cormany, Zoning Officer Milton Nicks, Secretary/Treasurer LuAnn Dille

Borough of Fairfield Representatives Present:  Council President Patricia Smith, Council Member and Planning Commission member Carroll Smith, Solicitor Matthew Battersby

Fairfield Fire and EMS Representatives Present:  Fire Chief William Jacobs, and Robert Neale concerning the Fire Protection Development Standards for Fairfield Fire and EMS 
Public Attendees:  James Kozero and James Hanna for Empire Homes /McGinley’s Choice Subdivision and Land Development Plan, Dale and Doreen Premo, Barbara Nicks, and Harry Rood

At 7:30 PM Chairman Benner called the meeting to order and those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.


Mr. Hanna stated that in the Borough of Fairfield there will be sidewalks along each side of Union Avenue.  There will be an open area to include the bridge, which is in Hamiltonban Township.  Along each side of Union Avenue in Hamiltonban Township there will be sidewalks.  There will be no curbing along Union Avenue to facilitate stormwater management planning.  A hour long discussion followed with input from the Fairfield Representatives, Solicitor Battersby, Hamiltonban Township Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission, Solicitor Heiser, Mr. Cormany, Mr. Hanna and Mr. Kozero.  Everyone is concerned about pedestrian safety along Union Avenue, stormwater management issues, the appearance and continuity along Union Avenue in each municipality.


Before construction of the bridge, Empire Homes must obtain 28 different approvals.  The bridge will probably be constructed five to six years into this project. Bonds could and should be created for the bridge, sidewalks and walking trails.  Previously a modification was granted for the width of the bridge to be 28 feet.


Fairfield Fire Chief Jacobs stated a ladder truck when stabilizing arms are extended needs minimum street width of 29 feet. Any structures over 35 feet in height will require a ladder truck.


Empire Homes requested a modification from Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance Section 902.2.  The request will allow combining the sidewalks and bike trails together with asphalt paving instead of cement concrete.  This same modification will be requested in the Borough of Fairfield.


Other topics discussed were placement of trees in the right-of-way along Union Avenue, what kind of trees should be planted, and who would maintain the trees.


It was generally agreed that there will be sidewalks on each side of Union Avenue in the Borough of Fairfield and Hamiltonban Township but not on the bridge. There will be no curbs along Union Avenue because of stormwater management concerns.  Trees will be planted in the right-of-way and will be the responsibility of each municipality to maintain them.


At 8:42 PM Solicitor Heiser, Solicitor Battersby, James Hanna and Jeff Korero left the meeting.


Fairfield’s Fire Chief Jacobs and Mr. Neale made a presentation of The Fire Protection Development Standards for Fairfield Fire and EMS. They have met with the surrounding fire companies and Adams County Emergency Management Services.  All have agreed on these minimum standards which are from the NEPA and Uniform Construction Code.  There will be one final revision to correct a couple of typographical errors before final adoption by the Fairfield Fire and EMS Company.  Draft copies were distributed to the Supervisors and Planning Commission members.


The Fire and EMS personnel are concerned about private roads and private bridges.  There was a discussion on weight limits of private bridges and how to certify weight limits.   Private roads must be clear of vegetation to allow the new large engine/rescue to pass without damaging the vehicle.  The road surface must allow safe passage of large vehicles.


At 9:14 PM Fairfield Fire Chief Jacobs and Mr. Neale left the meeting. 


Mr. Cormany wanted to know what kind of changes does the Township want concerning private roads and panhandle lots. Would the Township like stricter regulations or fewer regulations?  Supervisor Gordon stated that the Township presently has private roads but there should be specification for improved and un-improved roads. There are Penn-DOT regulations for new roads.  There should be minimum right-of-way requirements and standard maintenance agreements.  Zoning Officer Nicks handed out his review of some ordinances and thoughts on private roads and panhandle lots.  Mr. Donaldson stated there should be a common sense approach about current and future private roads.  Planning Commission Chairman Musselman stated that Planning Commission has reviewed private road issues in the past and will continue to do so.  It was stated that most of the Township and State road frontage properties have been developed.  Now the land without road frontage is being developed.  There should be a way for a property owner to subdivide their land within Township’s ordinances.


The next meeting to continue discussing these issues will be the Supervisor’s Workshop Meeting on January 25, 2007, starting at 7:30 PM.


At 9:46 PM Supervisor Gordon made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Vice-chairman Eckert.  All members present agreed and the meeting was adjourned.  
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